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MEDICAT, RESEARCH},

02 October 2001 (02.10.2001),
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[0003], [0004], [0008], [0011]

& US 6011005 A & US 6117837 A
& EP 1015010 Al & WO 1999/013897 Al
& AU 93203298 A & AU 731232 B
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Inc.),
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Box Ne. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following reasons:

L |:| Claims Nos.:
becanse they relate to subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

2 [ claims Nos.
because they relate 1o parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such an
extent that no meaningful international scarch can be carried out, specifically:

3. D Claims Nos.:
because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

Box No. IIL Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet}

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows;
See extra sheet.

L I:l As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claims,

2. I:I As all searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying additional fees, this Authority did not invite payment of
additional fees.

3 |:| As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is
restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

In the inventions according to claims 1 to 7, the parts relating to a method
for testing the possibility of fertilization of an ovum in a subject, said
method being characterized by comprising measuring the amocunt of a peptide
selected from the aminc acid seguences represented by SEQ ID NOS:1 and 3.

Remark on Protest D The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

I:l The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant’s protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

D No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.
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Continuation of Box No.III of continuation of first sheet (2)

Document 1 (WO 2013/099376 A1) cited in the international search report
states that the concentration of CNP in a follicular fluid is evaluated
by immuncassay to determine whether the possibility of pregnancy in an
ovum collected from a subject is higher or not (see, the whole text,
in particular, [Claims], [0008] teo [0011], etc.). Thus, evaluation of
the possibility of fertilization of an ovum using a marker molecule as
an index per se cannot be considered as a special technical feature of
invention.

Accordingly, it appears that the invention accerding to c¢laim 1 of
the present applicaticon has no special technical feature excluding the
matter of measuring the amount of cone or more peptides selected from
the group consisting of peptides of the amino acid sequences represented
by SEQ ID NO5:1 to 4.

Among the amino acid sequences represented by SEQ ID NOS:1 to 4 that
are specified in the invention according to claim 1, there are a sequence
commeon tec SEQ ID NOS:1 and 3 and a seguence commen to SEQ ID NOS:2 and
4. However, there is no sequence commen to SEQ ID NO:1 and SEQ ID NO:2.

The inventions according to claims 1 to 7 relate tc a method for testing
thepossibilityof fertilizationofanovum, whilethe inventions according
to claims 8 and 9 merely relate to a device for immunological diagnosis
or determination wherein a peptide selected from the group consisting
of peptides of the amino acid sequences represented by SEQ ID NOS:1 to
4 and an antibody specifically recognizing said peptide are immobilized.
Thus, there is no technical feature commen to the inventicns according
to claims 1 to 7 and the inventions according te claims 8 and 2.

Conseqguently, the inventions of claims 1-9 of the present application
invelve six invention groups indicated below.

First invention:

In the inventions according to claims 1 to 7, the parts relating to
a method for testing the possibility of fertilization of an ovum in a
subject, said method being characterized by comprising measuring the
amount of a peptide selected from the peptides of the amine acid sequences
represented by SEQ ID NOS:1 and 3 in a follicular fluid collected from
the subject.

Second invention:

In the inventions asccording teo claims 1 to 7, the parts relating to
a method for testing the possibility of fertilization of an ovum in a
subject, said method being characterized by comprising measuring the
amount of a peptide selected from the peptides of the amino acid sequences
represented by SEQ ID NOS:2 and 4 in a follicular fluid collected from
the subject.

Third invention:

In the lnvention according to claim 8§, the part relating tec a device
for immunological diagnosis or determination wherein an antibody against
apeptideselected fromthepeptidescftheamincacidsequences represented
by SEQ ID NOS:1 and 3 is immcbhilized.

Fourth inventicn:

In the invention according to claim 8, the part relating to a device
for immunological diagnosis or determination wherein an antiboedy against
apeptideselectedfromthepeptidescof the aminc acidsequences represented
by SEQ ID NOS:Z2 and 4 is immcbilized.

Fifth invention:

Inthe inventicnaccording toclaim 2, the part relating to the peptides
represented by SEQ ID NOS:1 and 3.

(Continued tc next extra sheet)
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Sixth invention:
In the invention according to claim 9, the part relating to the peptides
represented by SEQ ID NOS:2 and 4.

Form PCTASAS210 (extra sheet) (July 2009)
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